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Rose
Interviewed by Alissa Feirson
May 2, 2012
Transcript
A: When and where were you born?
R: April 18, 1972
R: I was born on the Fort Peck Reservation, a tribal member of the Turtle Mountain Chippewa
Reservation.
A: Where did you grow up?
R: I moved back and forth between Montana and North Dakota. I lived between my mother and
my father. I have 3 sisters and 1 brother
A: What was your upbringing like?
R: Up until I was about 12 years old I had a very cultural upbringing in my Native American
culture. I probably lost my culture the older I got and I’m just now beginning…I’m getting
reconnected with my culture right now.
A: Describe your educational experience
R: I went to school on the reservation when I was in elementary school and then once I was in
the eighth grade I went to an Indian boarding school. I went to Wapton, in the eighth grade, its in
North Dakota. It’s an all Indian boarding school. And then in high school I went to Flandry
Indian school its in South Dakota.
A: What was your boarding school like?
R: It was different. It was nice. I lived there all through the school year and then I went home
during the summer. In dormitories… it was Native American Indians from all different states and
I felt like I fit in there because everyone was the same.
A: When did you move to Columbus?
R: In March of 1998
A: What is your occupation?
R: I live…I'm in a program right now. I’m in recovery.
A: How long have you been coming to NAACO?
R: For about 12 years off and on.
A: What has NAACO meant to you?

R: I’ve always felt…I've been trying to reconnect with my culture for a long time and when I
come here I feel welcome and I just feel a part of something. And now I’m just…I really…I feel
welcome right now I feel part of a family today we really did some nice…We cooked and we did
family things together and it was just really nice to remember and remember what family is like
and doing stuff together because I’ve been by myself for a long time with just my children. I lost
my connection to my culture and to my people and now I’m trying to find it again. So I'm
learning a lot of thing about… I'm remembering family and I'm remembering like that’s a big
thing about Native American people is family and I'm finding that again. I’ve been going
through a lot in my life. Musami, I've known her for a lot of years and she really wants to help
me, she wants to do a lot to help me she has a lot of things to offer me right now. . I come down
here and volunteer right now just to help. Just come and answer the phones do whatever I can do
to help.
A: If money were not an issue what would you like to see put in place in NAACO?
R: Things for the children, teaching the children about the culture so that they know where they
come from and know about the people. I’m learning about my…I lost my culture when my
grandparents passed away and now I want my children to know because I felt like I wasn’t a part
of anything I just felt like I was here and I don’t want my children to feel like that so that’s why
I'm trying to find about everything about my culture about my people because I want my
children to know. I want them to know where they come from and I want them to know their
culture. I want them to know about the religion about what my people believe in and where they
came from I don’t want my children to be wondering where they came from and about the
people and what their beliefs are so I want to teach my kids that.
A: Anything more you would like to see NAICCO doing in the future?
R: Just working for the people. I mean turning it into somewhere where people can come and
feel welcome and feel like a family

Commentary and Response
Going into this interview, there were certain topics that were supposed to be covered and
a certain time limit that was to be met. Additionally, the interviewer had essentially no
experience. Furthermore, the interviewer and narrator had never met. These conditions counter
the typical procedures set for gathering ethnographic oral histories. Even with the most basic
questions, it is unrealistic to expect any person feel comfortable opening up to a stranger who is
videotaping his/her every word. That being said, the questions posed during this interview were
of a relatively personal nature, thus expecting someone to trust a person with whom he/she has
no relationship is certainly a lot to ask. This situation resulted in the oral history coming out a bit
over-structured and unnatural.
However, even with this intrusion, Rose really opened up. First of all, she is not
comfortable with public speaking, yet she still agreed to participate. Moreover, she participated
with care and diligence. No matter how nervous she became, she made sure to discuss every
topic about which the interviewer intended to inquire. Furthermore, she responded with more
honesty and courage than anyone could have expected under the circumstances.

The relatively brief and formal video is a result of a number of factors. Nevertheless,
viewers should consider the situation the narrator was placed under and appreciate the generosity
and bravery displayed under these less than ideal circumstances. In addition, this oral history’s
shortcomings are a testament to the undeniable significance of ethnographies. This interview
once again demonstrates that an ethnographic approach is the only way to ever possibly acquire a
truly authentic depiction of a culture.

